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fruits, cotton, feathers, ornaments, gold, and various sorts of
pearls, slaves, and other goods. Each man took only what
he "wanted, without other conditions, or showing any avarice
whatever, saying, Do you take this, and give me that. But
amongst the articles they most esteem are eatables; although
now the greater part of those tribes have learnt from us to
hold temporal goods in very great veneration. Still there
are some individuals who do not esteem them, acting as they
used to do at first; and it has happened to me to go to the
house of an Indian, and on asking whether he had a fowl to
sell, he answered, yes, and what would I give him in ex-
change for it ? On my showing him a real, he took it out of
my hand, saying to me, What are you going to do with the
fowl ? to which I answered, that I was going to eat it; the
Indian then looking me in the face, put the real between his
teeth and said, " Oh, Christian, if you wish me to give you
something to eat, give me in exchange something that I can
eat; but what you offer me is worth nothing at all, so take
back thy real, and I will eat my fowl." Then I went to the
house of another man, who gave me a fowl.
Between Carthagena and Sta. Martha there is a large and
very rapid river, which falls into the sea with such violence,
especially during winter, that ships passing by can easily
take up fresh water.1 Doctor Gonzalo Ximenes, acting in
Sta. Martha as deputy for Don Pietro di Lugo, governor of
the province, being desirous to enrich himself, started with
two little brigantines and forty-five Spaniards to go up this
1 This river is now called the Madalena: it rises among the moun-
tains two degrees north of the line, and passing Neva, Santa F6 de Bogota,
Mompox, and other towns, it falls into the sea as above. It is navigable
as far as Honda, four hundred and thirty-five miles from its mouth; and
it is infested with vast numbers of caymans or alligators. Like the Nile,
the Khone, and other rivers which disembogue with impetus, its waters
are borne a considerable distance out to sea, and may be skimmed still
fresh, as asserted by Benzoni; whose mention of it is the earliest we
have met with. We have known a large fleet water thus on an enemy's
coast in time of war. (Trans.)